Factor Structure of the Trauma Symptom Checklist for Children (TSCC) in a Diverse Sample of Trauma-Exposed Youth
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e Accurate measurement of trauma-related symptoms is critical for understanding and * The original six-factor model fit the data adequately (Figure 2), although factor loadings for
i ’ : : . PTS items (i.e., 24 and 25) were low.
freating youth s menta health problerps. : : Figure 1. Standardized Factor Loadings and Cronbach’s s of Figure 2. Comparison of Overall Model Fit Indices of * An ad'uste(d si;<-factor mo)del excluding items 24 and 25 from the PTS factor was estimated
* The Trauma Symptom Checklist for Children (TSCC)! covers a broad, transdiagnostic the five-factor TSCC model (Model 3) T : J 8 :
- it ci : ested Factor Solutions  Model fit improved marginally, but ANX and PTS remained highly correlated (r = .90)
spectrum of problems associated with single-event and chronic trauma exposure. S SC ANX/PTS T P ginatly, ghly = IV
. . . . . Item _ _ _ _ _ 2 : N/O . : St
* At present, little empirical work has been done to investigate the factor structure of the . (a=.86) (x=.89) (a=.84) (x=.76) (a=.91) X* Value CFl TL RMSEA Vel * An adjusted five-factor model (Model 3; see Figure 1) combining ANX and PTS factors
. . . . . . 7. Feeling lonely .866*** - - . . p . . .
TSCC, partICU|aI‘|y N Ethn|ca||y and SOC|OeconOmlca”y dlverse Samples. 9. Feeling sad or unhappy BT72*** (SI:;I(OF::::(;-;aSOIUtlon 3030.11* 950 947 041 prOVIdEd worse flt than MOdeI 1 (X - 73281 P < 05)) bUt d more parsimonious SOIUt|On.
. .. . . 14. Crying 683 H**
* Two studies offer some support for the original 6-factor structure, but identify several 201 Wanting to hurtmyselt 933%%x Six-Factor Solution
26. Washing myself because | feel dirty inside A89*** 3027.16%* 950 947 .041 0.81 . . . )
problematic items from the Anxiety and Sexual Concerns scales.?3 27 Feeling stupid or bad To7+e Lodeap * Model 3 demonstrated good-excellent internal consistency (Figure 1); Cronbach’s a
o foolin ke noba e o1 - Z:‘n’z::f;‘)’: Solution  3100.54% 948 945 041 73.28* coefficients for individual scales ranged from .76 (SC) to .91 (ANX/PTS).
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AIMS: (1) Test the fit of the six-factor structure of the TSCC, as originally conceptualized by the o A o - cagrrr + Original six-factor model proposed by test developer » All TSCC scale scores were positively associated with participants’ poly-victimization scores
test developer in a diverse sample of at-risk adolescents, (2) Examine reliability (i.e., internal N TR TP o  Original six-factor model with items 24 and 25 excluded from the PTS factor (rs >.22, ps <.001), as well as with most forms of violence individually (Figure 3).
. . .. . - . i . ¢ Five-factor model combining ANX and PTS into one factor . - -
consistency), and convergent and discriminant validity of the subscales with other measures. o W e ole s ° * TSCCscales correlated with CBCL Total Problem, Internalizing, and Externalizing Problems
e o scale scores, with stronger relationships observed for scales that theoretically align (e.g.,
. Freeling mean . . .o . L.
Hypothesis: We expected that the six-factor solution will fit the data adequately as it has in el o DEP with CBCL Internalizing: r = .31; ANG with CBCL Externalizing: r = .27)
previous samples, and that the scales would demonstrate adequate reliability and validity. s preendinglam someoneche EE Figure 3. Correlations Between TSCC scales, CBCL
5 el s ey ' 633%4 Problem Scales, and Indicators of Victimization
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31. Feeling like I'm not in my body .819%** DEP ANG DIS SC ANX/PTS
METHODS SN D NN M | o nothesis, G onfirmed tht the sirfactor tructure of the TSGC, a5
48, Trying not to have any feelings 773%%% Physical Abuse e | e | s | e | s * Consistent with our hypothesis, confirmed that the six-factor structure of the , AS
53. Daydreaming 550%** . . . .
4. Wanting to say dirty words 7a1res Sexual Abuse 30%KK QpEkk pwkx 7RR D3k originally conceptualized by the test developer,! fit the data adequately.
Participants included (N = 763) 16-year-olds and their caregivers who participated in the e so1ee Family Violence S [ L * TSCC scales were highly correlated, particularly ANX and PTS, raising questions about the
Longitudinal Studies of Child Abuse and Neglect (LONGSCAN), a consortium of prospective 22 Thinking about touching other people 613+ Non-family Violence N I S A1 utility of delineating separate factors for “anxiety” and posttraumatic stress.”
studies focused on the development outcomes of children who were identified as being at risk I 'jjj:j otal Problem (CBC1 — T T T + A more parsimonious adjusted model (Model 3) consisting of five factors (ANG, DEP
for maltreatment during early childhood, and were victimized by interpersonal violence on at YT e T s Internalizing Problems T T T T DIS, SC, and ANX/PTS) yielded model fit indices that were similar to the original model.
least one occasion between birth and age 16. AT T — Externalizing Problems 2B*EX Q7REX QOERRE EExE gk * Model 3 demonstrated evidence for reliability, discriminant, and convergent validity.
e ot e ol about sox e  Overall, this study offers some support for the interpretability of the TSCC clinical scales in
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symptomatology in the following domains: Anxiety (ANX), Depression (DEP), Posttraumatic 25. Feeling scared of women 618+ Future Directions
St (PTS) S IC (SC) D ] t (DIS) d A (ANG) 32. Feel!ngner\{ousorjumpymgde .794::: Gender (Female) 52.6% . . . . . .
ress , >€Xual Loncerns (5L ), Dissociation , and Anger : T o * Future work should investigate the structural invariance of the TSCC across racial/ethnic
. . . . . being atraid o e aar . o« o
* Trauma exposure was assessed biannually using a combination of self- and parent-report 41. Worrying about things 715wxx e ) groups, particularly Black and Latinx youth, and by gender.
. . d ff . I d . . . I d d f h d 50. Feeling afraid somebody will kill me I57*** African American 53.8% . ] ] o . " ]
interviews and official CPS records. Participants were included if they were exposed to N e 590%** White 29 * Studies should continue to evaluate the interpretability of items 24 and 25 (“Feeling scared
. . . . . . 3. Scary ideas or pictures just pop into my head J33H* £ 70 . . .
physical or sexual abuse, or if they had witnessed family or community violence. These 10. Remembering things that happened that | - Latinx or Hispanic 7.29% of men” and “women,” respectively), as representative of posttraumatic stress.
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dichotomous indicators were summed to produce a cumulative poly-victimization score. 11, Goine away in my mind. trying not to think 3gwr Asian 0.6%
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