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• A distal association between mothers’ history of childhood victimization and behavior problems in 
their children has been identified empirically, though the pathways linking the two remain unclear.

• Victimization can have long-term negative consequences on women’s mental health, including but 
not limited to, depression, posttraumatic stress disorder, substance use problems, and personality 
disorders. 

• Furthermore, maternal mental health has been identified as a salient predictor of children’s 
behavior problems and socioemotional development. 

• There is evidence suggesting that mothers’ compromised mental health can interfere with effective 
and nurturing parenting and increase the risk for aggressive mother-child interactions, which can 
affect their children’s behavior and development. 

AIM
• Identifying the developmental pathways through which maternal childhood victimization affects 

child behavioral outcomes is crucial to understanding the long-term and intergenerational 
consequences of child maltreatment.

• This study extends prior research by prospectively examining the mediational pathways from 
maternal victimization to child behavior problems through maternal depression and mother-child 
psychological aggression.

• Biological mother-child dyads (n = 768) were drawn from the Longitudinal Studies of Child Abuse 
and Neglect, a consortium of studies from 5 geographic regions in the United States that 
investigated child and family development.

• Children were identified as having a history of maltreatment and/or being at-risk for maltreatment 
prior to the age of 4. 

• Mother-child dyads were interviewed biannually and over multiple collection waves. 

MEASURES
• Maternal history of childhood physical and sexual 

maltreatment was measured from the Caregiver’s 
History of Loss and Victimization questionnaire (Hunger 
& Everson, 1991) when children were 4 years old.

• Maternal depressive symptoms were assessed using 
the Center for Epidemiologic Studies Depression Scale 
(CES-D; Radloff, 1977) when children were 4 years old.

• Maternal use of aggressive discipline strategies were 
assessed using the Parent-Child Conflict Tactics Scales 
(Straus, 1979 & 1996) when children were 4 and 6 
years old

• Mother-reported child behavior problems were 
assessed using the Child Behavior Checklist (CBCL; 
Achenbach, 1991) when children were 4 and 8.

Sample Demographics Proportion or 
M(SD)

Child gender (% female) 386 (50.3%)
Race/Ethnicity

White 203 (26.4%)
African American 443 (57.7%)
Latino or Hispanic 35 (4.6%)
Other 87 (11.3%)

Maternal Education (years) 11.39 (1.82)
Family income  < $14,999 482 (62.8%)
Mat History of Sex Vict 284 (38.4%)
Mat History of Phys Vict 259 (35%)

• This study examined the cascading effect of maternal victimization history on child behavior problems through maternal depressive 
symptoms and mother-child psychological aggression.

• Contrary to previous literature, maternal depressive symptoms were not associated with more mother-child psychological 
aggression, which precluded the detection of the hypothesized serial mediation paths. 

• However, two independent mediation paths separately explained the association between maternal victimization and child 
internalizing (depression/anxiety) and externalizing (aggression/rule-breaking behavior) problems. 

• The association between maternal victimization and child internalizing problems was partially mediated by maternal depressive
symptoms, indicating that maternal depression could be one key target for intervention among mothers who have been victimized. 

• On the other hand, mother-child psychological aggression fully explained the association between maternal victimization and child 
externalizing problems, indicating that targeted parenting interventions among victimized mothers is crucial. 

LIMITATIONS AND FUTURE DIRECTION
• Maternal victimization questionnaire could be subject to recall bias and did not measure frequency, severity, or impact of the 

maltreatment events, nor did it measure neglect. Future studies should examine these aspects as possible mediating factors.  
• Additional factors that explain these association should be explored to identify intervention targets. 

• The overall model generally fit the data well, c2 (5) = 11.59, p = .04, CFI = 1, TLI = .97, RMSEA = .04. 
• However, the serial mediation paths from maternal victimization to child internalizing and externalizing behavior problems via 

maternal depression and mother-child psychological aggression were not significant. 
• There was a significant mediation path from maternal victimization to child internalizing problems via maternal depression.
• There was a significant mediation path from maternal victimization to child externalizing problems via mother-child psychological 

aggression.

Figure 1.  Structural Path Models

Table 2.  

Mediation Path Indirect Effect
[95% CI]

Mat Vic➝Mat Dep➝Ext .02 [-.06, .1]

Mat Vic➝M-C Aggr➝Ext .05* [.01, .13]

Mat Vic➝Mat Dep➝Int .07* [.02, .16]

Mat Vic➝M-C Aggr➝Ext .01 [-.01, .05]

Mat Vic➝Mat Dep➝M-C
Aggr➝Ext

-.01 [-.03, 0]

Mat Vic➝Mat Dep➝M-C
Aggr➝Int

0 [-.01, 0]
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